RP-458-a-1ns (1/00) New York State Board of Real Property Services

INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION FOR ALTERNATIVE VETERANS EXEMPTION
FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION
Section 458-a of the Rea Property Tax Law provides a limited exemption from real property
taxes for rea property owned by persons who rendered military service to the United States,
Provio_led such prom meets the requirements set forth in the law. The task of administering this law
ies primarily with assessors who are required to pass upon each application for exemption.

These ingtructions are intended to assist applicants in the completion of form RP-458-a and to
discuss issues concerning the dternative veterans exemption. Technical discussion has been avoided
so that the materia will have the widest possible usefulness. Assessors may address their questions to
the Counsdl of the State Board of Rea Property Services, Sheridan Hollow Plaza, 16 Sheridan Ave,,
Albany, N.Y. 12210-2714. Veterans should address their inquires to their local office of the New
York State Division of Veterans Affairs or their County Veterans Service Agency.

Section 458-a of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York provides an dternative
exemption from rea property taxation for qualified residential rea property owned by veterans of defined
periods of war, veterans who received expeditionary medals, or certain of their family members, based on
a percentage of assessed value. The aternative exemption is applicable to general municipa taxes, but not
school taxes, special ad valorem levies or special assessments.

Each county, city, town and village was given the option of deciding whether to grant the
dternative exemption. If the decison was made initidly not to grant the aternative veterans
exemption, the local legidative body may change that decison. You should check with your assessor
to determine whether the exemption is available for your property.

A qualified residential parcel receives an exemption equal to 15% of its assessed vaue.
Where the veteran can document service in a combat theater or combat zone, the property receives an
additional exemption equa to 10% of its assessed value. Where a veteran has received a service-
connected disability rating fom the Veterans Administration or the Department of Defense, there is
an additional exemption which is equal to one-haf of the disability rating, multiplied by the assessed
vaue of the property. Each of these is subject to maximum limits set by the municipdity. The
municipa choices of maximum exemptions are:

reduced maximums basic increased maximum NYC
max. only
\Wartime 6000 9000 12000 | 15000 18000 21000 24000 27000 45000
Combat
Zone 4000 6000 8000 10000 12000 14000 16000 18000 30000
Disability 20000 30000 40000 50000 60000 70000 80000 90000 150000

Y ou should check with your assessor to determine the maximum exemption limitsin
the municipalitiesin which you reside.

Once the municipaity has chosen the maximum exemption amounts, the maximum amounts
must then be multiplied by the latest find state equdization rate, special equalization rate, or, in special
assessing units (i.e., New York City and Nassau County), class ratio (if the equalization rate or class ratio
is 100 or less), for the assessing unit in order to arrive at the applicable maximums for each assessment
roll. These rates and ratios normaly change from year to year; this will affect the maximum exemption
amounts.
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QUESTIONS 1-2 These questions are sdf-explanatory. Where the property is owned gy
more than one person, include names, telephone numbers and post office addresses of dl
owners. Attach additional sheets if more space is n to answer this or any other
uestion on this form. Note, that if a person holds a life estate in the property, that parson is
the legd owner of the property. If the property is hed in trugt, the trustees are the legd
owners of the property, but the ‘exemption dso may be dlowed if the beneficiary of the trust
is a person in the exempt class. The trustee-beneficiary reationship should be explaned m
answering question no. 4 on RP-458-a and the remaning questions should be answered on
the bass of the beneficiary's qudification for exemption. Attach a copy of the trus or other
proof of such trusteefbma‘lua_r]y_ relaionship. At locd option, a municipdity may grant the
exemption to othewise qudifying ownes who ae tenant-stockholders’ of ~cooperative
apartment corporations The exemption is then gpplied to that proportion of the assessment as
represents the tenant- stockhol der's percentage of ownership of stock in the corporation.

QUESTION 3 Thelocation of the prg should conform to its description on the latest
assessament roll. Contact your assessor for assstance in furnishing this description.

QUESTION 4 A qudifying owner for the dterndive exemption includes a veteran of a
aefined period of war, the recipient of an expeditionary medd, the spouse of such veteran or
the unremarried surviving spouse. If there is no unremarried surviving spouse, the exemption
ma¥ continue, provided title to the resdence becomes vested in the dependent father or
mother or dependent child or children under 21 years of age of the veteran and the property
is the primary residence of one or dl of the devisees. A veteran who is dso the unremarried
swlw?_% eg)ouse of a veteran may aso recdve any exemption to which the deceased spouse
was entitled.

QUESTIONS 5-6 The property must be owned by a veteran who served on active duty in the
US amed savices during the Perdan Gulf conflict (commencing August 2, 1990), the
Vietnam War (December 22, 1961-May 7, 1975); Korean War (June 27, 1950- January 31,
1955); World War 1l (December 7, 1941December 31, 1946); World War | (April 6, 1917-
November 11, 1918); the Mexican Border Period (M , 1916-April 5, 1917), or the
Spanish-American War (April 21, 1898-duly 4, 1902), and who was honorably discharged or
released from sarvice A veteran dso includes a recipient of an armed forces, navy or marine
corps expeditionary medd. A veteran aso includes certain individuas who served during
World War 1l in the United States Merchant Marine, the United States Army Transport
Sarvice (oceangoing sarvice), the American Fedd Sevice (oversess duty), or as civilian
flight crew or ground support m Pan American World Airways pursuant to its contract with
Air or Nava Transport Command. The dates of the Korean and Vietnam Wars and Persan
Gulf conflict are prescribed in the State law, while the dates of the other wars are derived
from Federd law. As roof of the dates and character of service, a copy of Form DD 214 or
other $pro riate evidence should he attached to your application. o
QUESTION 7 If the additiond aternative exemption is to be granted based on service in a
combat zone or combat thesater, evidence of the award of a United States campa_?n ribbon or
savice medd documenting such sarvice must be submitted. Veterans who qudity based on
receipt of one or more expeditionary medds dso qudify for the additiona comba zone or
theater exemption.

QUESTION 8 If the additiond dternative exemption is to be granted based on a service
connected disability rating, evidence of exemption digibility must be provided by the
property owner. Where an exemption has been "granted pursuant to sec. -a based on the
veteran's  service-connected  disability, the percentage of such dIS€bI|It%/ must be re-certified
PI’IOI’ to taxable dtatus date if the disability increases or decreasses (see form RP-458-a-Dis). If
he veteran is deceased, such ratling is the last ratiing recaeved prior to the veteran's death.
Where the veteran died in service of a service-connected disabilitlgc,) the veteran is deemed to
have been assgned a compensdtion rating of 100 percent. For assstance in obtaning
disability rating information, you should contact your loca office of the New York State
Divison of Veterans Affairs or your County Veterans Service Agency.
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QUESTION 9 To obtan the dtenative exemption, the propety must be the prim
resdence of the veteran or the unremaried surviving spouse of the veteran, unless su
person is absent from the property due to medical reasons or inditutiondization.

QUESTION 10 To obtain the dternative exemption, the propety must be used exclusvey
for resdentid purposes. However, if a portion of the pro _is used for other than
resdentia purposes, the exemption gpplies only to that portion which is used exclusvely for
resdentia purposes.

QUESTION 11 For an dternative exemption, digibility depends, in part, on who hasthe

tifeto quaitying residentia redl property. Attach a copy of the deed to your application.

QUESTION 12 Section 458 of the Red Propety Tax Law of the State of New York
provides an exemption from rea property taxation for real property owned by veterans or
other members of the digible class which is purchased with the proceeds of a veteran's
penson, bonus or insurance (or dividends or refunds on such insurance) or compensation
pad to prisoners of war. These moneys are cdled "digible funds' and are pad by the United
States or New York State in recognition of the veteran's military service. This section
provides an exemption from generd municipal taxes, but not school taxes, gpecid ad
vaorem levies or specid assessments. Property is exempt to the extent that eigible funds are
used in the purchase, generaly, not to exceed $5,000.

In some municipdities, however, property may be digible for an exemption in excess of
the $5000 limitation. If your Tproperty is recaving an digble funds exemption in a
municipdity which has changed from fractiond assessment to full vaue assessment, and if
that municipdity timey adopted a locd law preservng the vdue of digible funds exemption
on a pro rata bass and that locd law remans in effect, your digible funds exemption will
increase or decrease as a result of the change to full value assessment. Similarly, if your
municipdity has opted to apply the change In levd of assessment factor to digible funds
exemptions, the amount of exemption will increase or decrease when such change occurs.
EFor more information concerning the digible funds exemption and the appropriate form
RP-458), contact your assessor.)

Wheae a municipdity grants the dterndive veterans exemption, no new digible funds
exemption may be granted theresfter. In a municipdity granting the dternative exemption, a
veteran recaving an digible funds exemption on hisher primary resdence can retan that
exemption, or may goply for the dternaive exemption by submitting a new gpplication to the
assessor.

If the veteran ealier converted from digible funds to the dternative exemption, and
moves to a county, city, town or village not granting municipdity dternative exemptions,
he/lshe can agan recdve the digible funds exemption. Smilaly, if a municipdity which
grants the dternative exemption adopts a locd law to dlow veterans, who previoudy
received the eliqi]ble funds exemption but who switched to the dternative exemption, to
switch back to the digible funds exemption and receive the change in level of assessment,
veterans have one year from the date of the locad law to gpply to switch back (get form RP-
458 from your assessor).

FILING THE APPLICATION

Application (RP-458-a) for exemption _must be made to the local assessors. Where
property 1S Tocaied In a village Which asesseS, separaie applications mus be filed with both
the village and town assessors. The agpplication must be filed on or before taxable dtatus date
and asessors have no authority to grant applications filed after taxable status date. Taxable
datus date for most towns is March 1. In Nassau County, the taxable status date for towns is
January 2. In the counties of Erie and Westchester, taxable status date is June |. Taxable
detus date for most villages is January |; however, the village dek should be consulted to
insure certant%/. Charter provisons control in cities so inquiry should be mede of city
assessors for the taxable status detes in cities. Do not file the application with the State Board
of Real Property Services.




